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Directory It's hard to believe that another fall is upon us. I 

hope that many of you were able to get away from 
the routine over the summer and are ready for fall. 
We have many exciting things occurring in our 
parish, the archdiocese and the Church at large. 
Pope Francis will visit the World Meeting of Families 
in Philadelphia, and during his visit to the United 
States he will celebrate the canonization of Blessed 
Junipero Serra, the Franciscan missionary who had 
much to do with spreading the Catholic faith to the 
west coast of the United States. While he is here he 
will also address a Joint Session of Congress and 
the United Nations General Assembly. Pope Francis 

will celebrate Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception. Several Popes have visited and prayed there, but he will be the first 
to actually celebrate Mass in the National Shrine.
 Christ the King has been selected to be one of only 40 parishes across 
the United States to host the body of St. Maria Gorretti during the upcoming 
Pilgrimage of Mercy. Maria Goretti was brutally attacked by a family friend 
because she would not sacrifice her virginity. Before she died she forgave the 
man, saying that she wanted to be able to see him in heaven. St. Maria Goretti 
provides for all of us a great example of mercy, and it is fitting that her Pilgrimage 
of Mercy will be in progress as the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy begins on 
December 8. Public veneration of St. Maria will take place from 9am-11pm on 
Monday, November 9th. At 7pm that evening Archbishop Coakley will celebrate a 
Solemn Mass in her honor at Christ the King. We expect large crowds and don't 
want to turn anyone away, so we will be live streaming the Mass to the Atrium and 
school gym as well as on our website for those unable to come for the Mass. We 
are still trying to work on remote parking locations with shuttles to the parish to 
avoid clogging the streets of our neighborhood. Watch the Sunday bulletin and 
other parish communications for more details.
 This October Pope Francis has called for an Extraordinary Synod dealing 
with the family. The modern family has certainly changed and is under many new 
pressures. A synod is a gathering of bishops and archbishops from each bishops' 
conference who have been elected to attend and will go to the synod to discuss 
the designated topic. After the work of the Synod is finished the Pope will write 
an Apostolic Exhortation outlining the results, including any changes that have 
resulted. While there has been much speculation on the part of the media and 
others about what may come about as a result of the Synod, we will not know for 
sure until it is over. The best thing that we can do is pray that the Holy Spirit will 
guide the work of the Synod, and that it will not be swayed by worldly influences. 
     We have successfully begun another school year at Christ the King School,  
and many new programs and groups are being implemented in the parish to meet 
the needs of our ever growing and changing congregation. Watch the bulletin and 
the website for more information regarding upcoming events.
 We have many blessings in our parish, and it is because of you and the 
many people who worship, volunteer, pray and contribute to Christ the King that 
we can reach out to spread the message and love of Christ as his Disciples. May 
God bless you all.

Dear Parishioners

God, Bless our families and our
ever-changing and growing family trees. 
Open our hearts to the truth that we all 

stand as one family, sheltered in the 
shadow of your holy cross.
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Adult Bingo Night

Next Bingo Night: Oct. 11

Some people approach Bingo with 
laughter and smiles, while others are 
more serious, concentrating on making 
sure they know exactly what's going 
on. There's money at stake, after all. 
But no matter your approach, everyone 
who comes to Adult Bingo Night at 
Christ the King has a great time. 
 Last month the room was packed, 
glasses filled and the snack table 
overflowing. And several lucky winners 
went home with heavier pockets (and 

not because of the delicious food).
 Many people came last month, but 
we hope even more people will come to 
the next Adult Bingo Night on Oct. 11, 
2015. Buy-in is $10/2 cards, but if you 
bring a snack to share you get half-off. 
And as always, we'll provide the wine. 
 If you need childcare, please 
email rsvp@ckokc.org with "Bingo" in 
the subject line, and let us know the 
name and age of each child you'll be 
dropping off in the nursery.

You Have Options!
Did you know you have the option to 
receive the Sooner Catholic online in-
stead of the paper edition. You can sign 
up to receive the Sooner Catholic by e-
mail at www.soonercatholic.org and the 
Sooner Catholic E-Newsletter at www.
flocknote.com/archokc.

It's time for us to update our parish 
picture directory, and we hope that this 
one will be our most comprehensive to 
date. Fr. Rick has challenged us to get 
500 households to participate. That's 
less than a third of the parish, but it's 
more than participated in the 2011 
picture directory. If every family who 
comes to Mass regularly would have 
their picture taken for the directory, 
we would exceed Fr. Rick's challenge. 
Let's surprise Fr. Rick by answering his 
call with enthusiasm.
 There is no cost to participate in 
the picture directory. And though you 
will have the opportunity to purchase 
pictures, there's no obligation for you to do so. In fact you will receive a free 

8"x10" copy of your directory photo for 
free.
 Sign-ups begin the weekend of 
September 26–27, and you will have 
the opportunity to make your picture 
appointment in person after Mass or 
online. Picture appointments begin 
Thursday, October 15 and go through 
October 27. If you are a business 
owner, you may wish to advertise in the 
directory. Watch the Sunday bulletin 
and the parish's other communications 
channels for more details. 

We Need Your Face
In the Christ the King Directory

It’s Time to 
Update
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With Deep Gratitude for Your Stewardship 
in Service to Christ the King Parish


Fr. Rick and the Stewardship Committee Cordially Invite You to Dinner

Sunday, October 4, 2015 at 6pm in the Parish Center Atrium
Kindly RSVP by Tuesday, Sept. 29 using one of the following methods

 online at www.ckokc.org/dinner 

 by email to rsvp@ckokc.org (with subject line “Stewardship Dinner”) 
 by voice message to (405) 242-4595 (please mention the Stewardship Dinner) 

Childcare for the dinner is by reservation only. Please indicate the name and age of each child.

The Stewardship Dinner is for individuals who have volunteered their time in ministry and service at Christ the King parish 
during the last year. If you are a volunteer at Christ the King and did not receive your personal invitation 

to the Stewardship Dinner by direct mail, please contact membership coordinator 
Jayne Clarke at jayne@ckokc.org or (405) 242-4511.

Vatican City, Sept. 12, 2015 (CNA/EWTN 
News) – Find someone who has never spoken 
ill of another person, someone who has never 
judged another – and they would qualify for 
immediate canonization, Pope Francis said. 
The Pope celebrated Mass in the Santa Marta 
residence on Friday, Sept. 11, 2015, stressing 
during his homily the importance of the Christian 
values of humility, forgiveness, and mercy. His 
words followed a meditation from St. Paul – “do 
not judge and you will not be judged. Do not 
condemn and you will not be condemned.”
 “These days, the Liturgy has led us to 
consider this, to reflect on this path of mercy, 

of forgiveness, of the Christian way with these 
sentiments of compassion, kindness, lowliness, 
meekness, and patience,” Pope Francis said. 
With a “generous spirit,” the Holy Father said, 
Christians should let themselves be animated 
by this virtue, which will lead them to “give all we 
have, from our heart – to give love above all.” 
The Christian way, according to Pope Francis, 
requires forbearing one another with an attitude 
that “leads to love, to forgiveness, to patience.” 
However, Pope Francis warned against the 
evils of hypocrisy, saying that everyone is at risk 
of becoming too judgmental – even the Pope.
 “Men and women who can’t learn how 

to acknowledge their own 
faults become hypocrites. All 
of them? All of them: starting 
from the Pope downwards,” 
he noted. “The first step is to 
acknowledge our own faults,” he 
said. He added that Christians 
everywhere must be aware of 
their own failings before they 
can “take the splinter out of our 
brother’s eye” – a reflection from 
the gospel words of St. Luke. 
Although a beautiful sentiment, 
the Pope questioned the 
feasibility of the path one must 
take toward a life of love, mercy 
and generosity. “It’s beautiful, 
but how does one do it? Begin 
by blaming yourself and having 

the courage to blame yourself before faulting 
others,” he answered. “This is the way to mercy. 
If you cannot take this first step, ask the Lord 
for the grace of conversion,” Pope Francis 
said, noting that when one stops thinking about 
the faults of others they will have the time to 
consider their own downfalls.
 For anyone who struggles with gossiping, 
they should resist the urge to speak about 
others and look inward – even performing an 
examination of conscience if necessary, he 
said. “Let’s refrain from comments about others, 
and let’s comment about ourselves. And this is 
the first step along this path of magnanimity. 
Because a person who can only see the splinters 
in the eyes of others falls into pettiness: a petty 
mind, full of pettiness, full of chatter.”
 “Anyone who continues down the path 
of hypocrisy will be unable to partake in the 
Christian vocation of peacemaking, compassion, 
patience, and mercy,” the Pope said. He then 
said that a person with a judgmental attitude 
cannot be a Christian. However, the Christian 
who forgives with love and mercy will double 
their return. “What will you receive? A good, 
brimming, abundant, overflowing amount will 
be deposited within your bosom, because your 
journey shall be measured according to the 
standard with which you judge,” he said. Pope 
Francis ended his homily with a prayer, asking 
the Lord for the strength to follow the example of 
St. Paul in generosity, forgiveness and mercy.

How Do You Become A Saint? Pope Francis Gives a Hint
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Saturday, Sept. 26
Frame Walls

30-45 Volunteers Needed

Saturday, Oct. 3
Stand Trusses, Decking

15 Volunteers Needed

Thursday, Oct. 8
Cornice

15 Volunteers Needed

Saturday, Oct. 17
Caulk & Paint Exterior

15 Volunteers Needed

Saturday, Oct. 24
Trim

10 Volunteers Needed

Saturday, Oct. 31
Interior Paint
20 Volunteers Needed

Saturday, Nov. 7
Cabinets, Clean-up

10 Volunteers Needed

Saturday, Nov. 14
Finals

5 Volunteers Needed

Saturday, Nov. 21
Sod & Landscape

20 Volunteers Needed

As this issue of the parish magazine 
goes to print, we are very close to full 
funding for the Fall 2015 Habitat Home 
Build which starts on September 26th. 
The home will be constructed in the 
Hope Crossing neighborhood where 
the other Habitat homes we’ve built 
are located. If you are not able to help 
with the physical construction of the 
home, please consider supporting this 
worthy project by a monetary donation 
of any amount. Any funds raised in 
excess of what is needed to build our 
Fall 2015 Habitat Home will be retained 
for future Habitat for Humanity projects. 
Please pray for the safe and successful 
completion of the home and for the 
family who will help to build it and 
eventually live there. Bless you.

We continue to follow the wedding plans of Elizabeth Berend and Cody Woods  
who became engaged in front of Christ the King Church on Jan. 10, 2015. 
A Future Heirloom
While visiting London and the English countryside courtesy of a most generous 
gift from the BMCHS Class of ’78 and Kathy’s co-workers at Christ the King, Kathy 
and Elizabeth visited many historical sights in England. While they were there, 
Kathy remembered the words of her dear friend and fellow parishioner Susan 
Bennett, who suggested that Kathy purchase something special for Elizabeth’s 
wedding during this once-in-a-lifetime trip. After discovering that a royal-length 
English silk tulle wedding veil was well out of their price range, Liz and Kathy 
headed to Buckingham Palace where they purchased a Swarovski  crystal tiara. 
The tiara is not a replica but an “inspirational” piece worn by Catherine, the 
Duchess of Cambridge, at her wedding to Prince William. Kathy and Elizabeth 
hope it will become a family heirloom. 
The Gown
Elizabeth has engaged master tailor and dress maker Moe of Bridal Maison in 50 
Penn Place to create a bespoke bridal gown. Moe has been working in the dress 
business for forty years. Elizabeth has always had a vision of what her wedding 
dress would look like but was unable to find it in the stores. When Moe finished 
sketching, Elizabeth’s dream dress was closer than she could have imagined. 
The dress will be made of satin and ivory lace with pearls.
Plans Change
It seems no wedding goes entirely as planned, and Elizabeth and Cody’s is no 
exception. With months to go and much yet to do, Elizabeth and Cody have moved 
to Fort Collins, Colorado, where Cody has been accepted to the PhD program at 
Colorado State University and where Elizabeth has been hired to teach 2-year-
olds at the Goddard School. Elizabeth is excited for the new challenge, though the 
move away from family and friends has been painful and complicates plans for 
the wedding, which is scheduled for Jan. 2, 2016, at Christ the King. Liz is lucky 
to have an awesome team of family and friends to help her get it done.

A Wedding Tale Continues
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By Kevin J. Jones

Washington D.C. (CNA/EWTN News)–
Dissenting Catholic groups have called 
for gay marriage to be recognized as 
a sacrament, but Catholic theology 
has a clear priority: marriage is God's 
creation – and not even the Church can 
change that. 
     Dr. John Grabowski, a professor of 
moral theology at Catholic University 
of America, said that the push for 
“sacramental equality” by groups 
such as Dignity USA shows “a lack 
of understanding of what the Church 
is and the nature of the Church and 
what the sacraments are.” “'Marriage 
equality' made for a good slogan, but in 
the Church's understanding marriage is 
not something that can be 'redefined,' 
if you will, by interest groups, by 
government, or even by the Church 
itself,” he told CNA July 29. 
     Dignity USA on July 5 announced 
support for “full access to marriage 
and ordination” in the Catholic Church. 
The group’s annual convention, held in 

Seattle, approved a resolution that said 
Catholic leaders should “ensure that 
all of the sacraments of our Church be 
administered regardless of the gender 
identity, sexual orientation, or relational 
status of the person(s) seeking the 
sacrament.” The group already rejects 
Catholic teaching on the immorality of 
homosexual acts. Marianne Duddy-
Burke, 
     Dignity USA's executive director, 
claimed that LGBT people are 
“officially banned from marriage and 
ordination” and often denied other 
sacraments. “We can’t be fully equal if 
we are barred from any of our Church’s 
sacraments,” she said. Her statement 
cited the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
recognition of civil same-sex marriage 
in June as a precedent for cultural 
change. 
     Grabowski said Dignity USA’s 
position was “unfortunate.” He said 
that marriage has been “created by 
God,” and no one can re-configure or 
redefine it. The Catholic understanding 
of marriage draws from the Book of 

Genesis in which God creates man 
as male and female and commands 
them to “be fruitful and multiply,” he 
explained. Marriage reflects God as “a 
communion of persons” and a “unity of 
love.” Marriage is how man and woman 
“participate in his great capacity to 
create new life in God’s image,” said 
Grabowski. Jesus Christ teaches 
this understanding of marriage in the 
Gospel of Mark, when he cites Genesis. 
Grabowski said Catholic morality 
distinguishes between different forms 
of discrimination. “Unjust discrimination 
is always morally evil, but not all 
distinction is discriminatory and unjust,” 
he said. 
     Elk Stanley, senior legal counsel 
with the legal group Alliance Defending 
Freedom, said that Catholic individuals 
and organizations can face lawsuits 
and other threats due to non-
discrimination laws and ordinances 
regarding employment and places 
of public accommodation. But he did 
not think Dignity USA’s position would 
pose a problem for the legal defense 

Why the effort to make gay marriage sacramental won't work
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of Catholic groups or individuals 
that support Catholic teaching. “It 
is difficult to predict what will sway 
judges, regulators, or legislators,” 
Stanley said. “Legislators and others 
have attempted to cite churches that 
have left the evangelical Protestant 
teaching on marriage as proof that 
churches are changing their ways. But 
this is probably less of a concern for 
the Catholic Church which has been 
clear for hundreds of years regarding 
its doctrine as it relates to marriage and 
human sexuality.” “Absent a change 
from the leadership of the Catholic 
Church on these issues, the voice of 
one dissident group will not likely be 
attributed as Catholic church doctrine,” 
Stanley told CNA July 29. 
     Grabowski saw the move to change 
marriage in the Catholic Church as a 
consequence of the June 2015 U.S. 
Supreme Court decision. However, 
he said it also reflects cultural trends 
dating back five or six decades. 
Contraception and no-fault divorce 
already represented a cultural definition 
of marriage. 
 Dignity USA’s endorsement of 
“sacramental equality” drew support 
from another dissenting Catholic 
group, New Ways Ministry, in a July 8 
statement from its executive director, 
Francis DeBernardo. Both groups are 
part of the Equally Blessed Coalition. 
Their financial backers include the 
Arcus Foundation, which gave the 
coalition a $200,000 grant intended 
“to support pro-LGBT faith advocates 
to influence and counter the narrative 
of the Catholic Church and its ultra-
conservative affiliates.” 
     The advocacy efforts are connected 
with the Synod on the Family and 
World Youth Day, according to the grant 
listing on the foundation’s website. The 
foundation has helped fund advocates 
of doctrinal and liturgical change 
within other religious denominations, 
including the Episcopal Church. The 
Arcus Foundation is also pursuing a 
strategy of combating religious freedom 
exemptions. Its partners in worldwide 
LGBT activism include the U.S. State 
Department’s Global Equality Fund. 

Fall Festival
and

Trunk-or-Treat
Sunday, Oct. 25, 2015

In November 1978 the late Cardinal Terrence 
Cook of New York invited the Rev. John F. 
Harvey, O.S.F.S., to come to his archdiocese 
to establish a spiritual support system for men 
and women with homosexual orientation who 
desired to live chaste lives. With the help of the 
Rev. Benedict Groeschel,C.F.R., and others, Fr. 
Harvey began the first meeting in September, 
1980 at the Shrine of Mother Seton in South 
Ferry. 
 There are now chapters of COURAGE 
located throughout the United States and 
Canada. COURAGE and EnCOURAGE are 
respectively two spiritual support groups help-
ing Catholic men and women and their families 
to live in accordance with the Catholic Church’s 
pastoral teaching on homosexuality. The objec-
tives of COURAGE are to live chaste lives in 
accordance with the Roman Catholic Church’s 
teaching on homosexuality, to dedicate our 
entire lives to Christ through service to others, 
spiritual reading prayer, meditation, individual 
spiritual direction, frequent attendance at Mass, 
and the frequent reception of the Holy Eucha-
rist, to foster a spirit of fellowship in which we 
may share with one another our thoughts and 
experiences, and so ensure that none of us will 
have to face the challenges of homosexuality 
alone, and to be mindful of the truth that chaste 
friendships are not only possible but necessary 
in a Christian life and to encourage one another 
in forming and sustaining them. 
     EnCOURAGE is the affiliate group for friends 
and relatives of men and women with same-
sex attraction. This support group works and 
prays to develop a Catholic outreach to men 
and women who struggle with these feelings. 
COURAGE holds a national conference where 
hundreds of men and women gather to pray, to 
study and to support each other. Deacon Jim 
Smith attended the most recent conference 

and learned more about these programs. Un-
like some other more controversial programs, 
COURAGE does not try to “convert” homosexu-
als to a straight lifestyle, rather it helps people to 
reconcile their feelings to their faith by fostering 
the chastity that all are called to, whether homo-
sexual or heterosexual. It is the teaching of the 
Catholic Church that ”the human person made 
in the image and likeness of God, can hardly 
be adequately described by a reductionist refer-
ence to his or her sexual orientation. Everyone 
living on the face of the earth has personal prob-
lems and difficulties–but challenges to growth, 
strengths, talents and gifts as well. Today, the 
Church provides a badly needed context for the 
care of the human person when she refuses to 
consider the person a”heterosexual” or a “ho-
mosexual” and insists that every person has a 
fundamental identity: a creature of God, and by 
grace, His child and heir to eternal life.” 
 The American bishops state that “some 
persons find themselves through no fault of their 
own to have a homosexual orientation. Homo-
sexuals, like everyone else, should not suffer 
from prejudice against basic human rights. They 
have a right to respect, friendship, and justice. 
They should have an active role in the Chris-
tian community. Homosexual activity, however, 
as distinguished from homosexual orientation, 
is morally wrong. Like heterosexual persons, 
homosexuals are called to give witness to 
chastity, avoiding, with God’s grace, behavior 
which is wrong for them as non-marital sexual 
relations are wrong for heterosexuals. Nonethe-
less, because heterosexuals can usually look 
forward to marriage, and homosexuals, while 
their orientation continues, might not, the Chris-
tian community should provide them a special 
degree of pastoral understanding and care.” To 
learn more about COURAGE or EnCOURAGE, 
please contact Deacon Jim Smith. 

Courage: Pastoral Care for Homosexuals

Lord, grant us the 
grace to open our 

hearts in compassion 
and mercy to all
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By Ann Schneible

Vatican City (CNA/EWTN News)–
Delivering his weekly Angelus 
address in St. Peter’s Square on 
Sunday, Pope Francis said that while 
everyone feels shame before going to 
Confession, this grace helps us to be 
open to God’s forgiveness.“There are 
people who are afraid of approaching 
Confession, forgetting that there we do 
not encounter severe judgement but 
the immensely merciful Father,” the 
Roman Pontiff said Aug. 2, speaking 
to the crowds who had braved the 
hot Roman sun. “It is true that when 
we go to Confession, we feel a little 
shameful. This happens to all, to all of 
us, but we must remember that even 
this shame is a grace which prepares 
us for the embrace of the Father, who 
always forgives and always forgives 
everyone.”
     Speaking after leading the recitation 
of the Angelus prayer, the Pope noted 
that [August 2] is, in the Franciscan 
tradition, the feast of Our Lady of 
the Angels of Porziuncola and its 
associated indulgence; he used the 
occasion to remind the faithful of the 
importance of Confession. The feast 
marks the dedication of the Porziuncola 
or “little portion,” a small parish church 
which is one of those St. Francis of 
Assisi rebuilt in obedience to Christ's 
command to “rebuild my church.”
     “It is a powerful reminder to bring 

ourselves closer to the Lord in the 
Sacrament of Mercy, and to receive 
Communion,” Pope Francis said. 
     Before leading the faithful in the 
Angelus, Pope Francis spoke on 
the day’s Gospel according to St. 
John, centering his reflection on 
the importance of finding lasting 
sustenance in Christ as the “Bread of 
Life.” The Roman Pontiff recounted the 
Gospel passage, which takes place 
shortly after Christ multiplied the loaves 
and fishes to feed the multitudes, who 
then continued to follow him. 
     Those who followed Christ after 
having received “material bread,” he 
said, “did not understand that this bread, 
broken for many, was an expression of 
the love of Jesus himself. They gave 
more value to that bread than to the 
giver.” In order to get past this “spiritual 
blindness,” he continued, Christ calls 
the people to discover and understand 
the one who gives the bread.“God is 
the gift, and also the giver.” It is “from 
this bread, this act” that the people are 
able to discover God, who gives the 
bread, Pope Francis said. 
     Christ invites us to be open to 
another perspective, not solely based 
on concerns about food, clothing, 
success, or career, the Roman Pontiff 
added. Rather: “Jesus speaks of 
another food; he speaks of a food 
that is not corruptible, and which is 
good to seek and receive.” The Pope 
cited the Gospel reading, in which 

Christ exhorts us not to “labor for the 
food which perishes, but for the food 
which endures to eternal life” In other 
words, the Roman Pontiff said: “Seek 
salvation, the encounter with God.”
     Pope Francis said Christ's words 
are to help us understand that while 
we all experience the need to satiate 
our physical hunger, the “hunger for 
life” and eternity are more important, 
and cannot be fulfilled with ordinary 
food. Christ's words do not take away 
our concerns when it comes to our 
“daily bread,” the Pope said, “but they 
invite us to consider how our lives are 
directed toward eternity.“
     Jesus reminds us that the true 
meaning of our earthly existence is that 
human history, with its sufferings and 
joys, must be seen on the horizon of 
eternity, that is, in the horizon of the 
definitive encounter with him.”“And this 
encounter illumines all the days of our 
life,” the Roman Pontiff said.
     Making reference to the Eucharist, 
Pope Francis added, “Christ says he 
is the Bread of Life, the greatest gift 
which satiates the soul and the body.” 
Not only does this Bread of Life give 
us meaning in hope amid life’s often 
“tortuous” journey, but in the task of 
announcing the Gospel to our brothers 
and sisters so that their “spiritual and 
material hunger” may be satisfied. 
Pope Francis concluded his address 
by asking Mary for help in following her 
son, the True Bread which “does not 
corrupt, and endures for eternal life.” 

Pope: In Confession we encounter 
God's immense mercy

Advent Penance Rite
Mark your calendars for Christ 
the King's Advent Penance 
Rite on Monday, Dec. 7, 2015, 
beginning with Benediction at 
6:30pm. Several priests from 
the Metro area will be on hand 
to hear your confession.
 Receiving the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation is the perfect 
way to start the Year of Mercy, 
which begins on Tuesday, 
Dec. 8, the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, our nation's 
patronal feastday.
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On September 1st Pope Francis 
announced that during the Year of 
Mercy (Dec. 8, 2015—Nov. 20, 2016) 
all priests will be able to absolve 
women who have had an abortion of 
that sin. Certainly some conditions 
still apply: 1) the priest must be validly 
ordained; 2) the priest must already 
have the faculty to hear confessions 
under regular conditions, which is not 
automatically given to every ordained 
priest but granted him by the bishop; 
and 3) the priest must be actively in the 
clerical state.
 There is an interesting note about 
the Pope's announcement, that is any 
priest who already meets those three 
conditions already has had the ability 
to absolve the penitent of the sin of 
abortion. In the Roman Catholic Church 
there are no reserved sins, meaning 
there are no sins which a priest with the 
above conditions is unable to absolve. 
The confusion comes from the fact 
that certain sins, which are sometime 
incorrectly referred to as “reserved 
sins,” carry an additional quality: latae 
sententiae excommunication. This form 
of excommunication is automatically 
incurred, provided that the person 
understands that the Church considers 
certain actions as beyond the normal 
scope of mortal sins in damaging our 
relationship with God, the Church, 
and our community. Both kinds of 
excommunications, those automatic 
and those recognized through a 
formal process by the Church, are not 
punishments per se by the Church but 
rather a type of “time out.”
 When children are acting up at 
home parents may try to mildly correct 
their behavior. When the behavior 
reaches a higher level parents may sit 
a child in a quiet space for a set amount 
of time to think about what they have 
done. The parent is not punishing the 
child so much as trying to admonish 
the child; the child has "earned" 
themselves a time out. In the same way 
the Church recognizes certain severely 
grave sins which rise to a higher level. 
The excommunication is "earned" or 
merited by the sin. 
 Just as a parent can immediately 
forgive the child for acting up, the priest 

is able to immediately forgive the sin. 
However, just as the parent continues 
to have the child contemplate the 
serious error, the Church also allows 
the person, who is in excommunication 
“time-out,” to reflect on the seriousness 
of the error.  This all comes into focus 
in that certain sins, such as striking 
the Pope, carry an excommunication. 
The sin is founded in theology; the 
excommunication is founded in the 
administration of the Church. The 
sin is forgiven in confession; the 
excommunication is reconciled by the 
bishop or the Pope, depending on the 
degree. 
 The excommunication linked 
with abortion is reconciled by the local 
bishop. This is still preserved in many 
dioceses around the world, because the 
bishop wants to personally meet with 
these individuals to not only welcome 
them back into full communion with the 
Church but also to aid in the healing of 
such a terrible wound—it is his pastoral 
nature. In this archdiocese, and indeed 
in most of the dioceses around the US 
and other parts of the world, bishops 
have delegated this administrative 
power to other priests/confessors in 
the dioceses. Sometimes, as in our 
archdiocese, the bishop delegates it 
to all of the priests in his diocese. The 
purpose of this is precisely what the 
Holy Father is hoping to accomplish—
fully accessible with full reconciliation 
to those desiring full communion.
 If someone comes to confession 
in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
tomorrow, asking forgiveness for the 
sin of abortion, they will immediately 
receive not only forgiveness but also the 
reconciliation of the excommunication 
incurred. In other parts of the U.S. 
and the world the person will have to 
wait until the Year of Mercy begins on 
Dec. 8, 2015. Archbishop Coakley has 
continued what his predecessor did in 
this matter with great joy to bring full 
reconciliation to anyone desiring it.
 It is better to be in this Archdiocese 
than some other places, even during 
the Year of Mercy. For while the Pope 
has extended this ability to all priests 
around the world, he has only extended 
it only for women who have obtained 

an abortion for their own child. The 
latae sententiae excommunication is 
also incurred by anyone procuring a 
completed abortion (Canon 1398). In 
this Archdiocese all priests meeting 
the above conditions are able to fully 
reconcile anyone who has procured 
an abortion. The importance is that the 
Pope and Archbishop Coakley both 
desire for those suffering from this deep 
pain come to God for healing through 
the ministry that Jesus Christ gave us. 
 If anyone reading this article 
has procured an abortion, remember 
that there is no sin greater than God's 
mercy and love to forgive to the 
contrite and penitent heart. If you are 
suffering, suffer no longer. Come and 
be forgiven. Satan will try to convince 
you that you should live with this sin 
forever; reject him. God desires that we 
suffer no longer from our sins; it is the 
very reason Christ came to die for us, 
to free us. Avail yourself of His love and 
mercy.        Fr. Christopher Brashears

Clarification of the Pope's Announcement Regarding

Forgiveness of the Sin of Abortion

Minimum Requirements 
for Valid Sacramental 

Reconciliation

In order to worthily receive sacramental 
forgiveness, the penitent (the person 
seeking forgiveness) must:
1. Be contrite. If one is not truly sorry 
despite knowing that s/he has sinned, it 
may be fruitful to seek spiritual direction 
and to pray for contrition.
2. Confess the sins fully, in kind and 
number. Intentional omission of a sin 
can invalidate the sacrament.
3. Be willing to do penance and make 
amends for the sins. Your confessor 
will give you a penance to perform, 
commonly an action or prayers.
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Vatican City (CNA/EWTN News) - Pope 
Francis has instituted a new day of 
prayer and celebration for the Church 
entitled the "World Day of Prayer for 
the Care of Creation," to be celebrated 
on September 1 each year. The day of 
prayer is in keeping with the theme of 
the Holy Father's newest environmental 
encyclical Laudato Si. It is also seen 
as a sign of unity with the Orthodox 
Church, which established September 
1 as a day to celebrate creation in 
1989. "The celebration of this Day, on 
the same date as the Orthodox Church, 
will be a valuable opportunity to bear 
witness to our growing communion with 
our Orthodox brothers and sisters," 
Pope Francis said. He expressed hope 
that the day could highlight the need for 
all Christians to work together toward 
common goals. "We live at a time when 
all Christians are faced with the same 
decisive challenges, to which we must 
respond together, in order to be more 
credible and effective," he said. "It is my 
hope that this Day will in some way also 
involve other Churches and ecclesial 
Communities, and be celebrated in 
union with similar initiatives of the World 
Council of Churches." The day will be 
an opportunity to reaffirm in Christians 
their vocation as stewards of God's 
creation, to recognize their gratitude 

for God's earthly gifts, and to pray for 
the protection of the environment and 
pardon from sins against it, the pontiff 
said.
 The Pope's environmental 
encyclical Laudato Si,meaning "Praise 
be to You," was published in June 
and took its name from St. Francis 
of Assisi's medieval Italian prayer 
"Canticle of the Sun." In it, Pope Francis 
emphasized the need for a human 
ecology, which emphasizes the human 
person as the root motivation for care 
of the environment. It is inconsistent, 
the Pope said in his encyclical, to be 
concerned about nature without also 
showing concern for people, especially 
the poorest and most vulnerable 
among us, including unborn children. 
"Since everything is interrelated, 
concern for the protection of nature is 
also incompatible with the justification 
of abortion. How can we genuinely 
teach the importance of concern for 
other vulnerable beings, however 
troublesome or inconvenient they 
may be, if we fail to protect a human 
embryo, even when its presence is 
uncomfortable and creates difficulties?" 
(Laudato Si, 120).
 On the other hand, Pope Francis 
reiterated in his institution of the World 
Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation 

that the care of the environment needs 
to be a priority for Christians because of 
their care for the human person. "Living 
our vocation to be protectors of God's 
handiwork is essential to a life of virtue; 
it is not an optional or a secondary 
aspect of our Christian experience," he 
said, referring to Laudato Si 216.
 The Pope expressed his hope that 
the new day will serve as a call to the 
faithful to an "ecological conversion" 
whereby their encounter with the Risen 
Lord is evident in their care for the 
world around them. "We need always 
to keep in mind that, for believers in 
Jesus Christ, the Word of God who 
became man for our sake, 'the life of 
the spirit is not dissociated from the 
body or from nature or from worldly 
realities, but lived in and with them, in 
communion with all that surrounds us.'" 
(Laudato Si, 216)
 The World Day of Prayer for 
the Care for Creation is meant to be 
celebrated "with the participation of 
the entire People of God: priests, 
men and women religious and the lay 
faithful," Pope Francis said, and should 
"become a significant occasion for 
prayer, reflection, conversion and the 
adoption of appropriate lifestyles." 

In ecumenical move, Pope Francis establishes
World Day of Prayer for Creation
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It was during the homily of the Mass 
when the priest announced that next 
month the Pope was to visit our parish 
and would be here at this Mass on the 
Sunday morning! Instant excitement 
mixed in with a troubling disbelief 
greeted his words. And then he told us 
it wasn't true, but that an even more 
important person would be with us 
and was with us now...Jesus himself in 
the form of bread and wine. Although 
'talking to the converted,' there was still 
a palpable sense of anti-climax. To see 
the Pope is a special event, and for him 
to join us in our own parish would have 
been beyond any of our expectations, 
but now we had to accept that, as 
we'd half expected, the news was too 
good to be true. And yet the priest's 
very deliberate raising of our hopes of 
seeing this very important person did 
challenge us to recognize the reality of 
Christ's presence in the consecrated 
host we were soon to receive.
 As Catholics we know this 
reality, because it is what we are 
taught in preparation for our First Holy 
Communion. And I believe that as 
children it is a truth that is easier to 
accept than when we become older. 
As a child I looked forward to that 
special day, and I somehow knew that 
through receiving holy communion I 
would come to know and love Jesus 
more fully. As an adult I still recall 
how precious and holy a moment this 
was for me–the start of my journey of 
friendship with someone whose love 
was so immense that he was willing 
to die on a cross to save all mankind 
from their sins. And yet, I'll admit that 
I, too, was momentarily disappointed 
when the priest admitted he'd misled 
us about the proposed visit of the 
Pope. Though it taught me a lesson I 
needed–knowing God is with us at all 
times, especially so in the Eucharist, 
it's too easy to take this for granted, to 

belittle the wonder and loving kindness 
of that gift.
 To see the Pope, our leader in 
the faith, in this parish? How wonderful 
that would be! And yet in our hearts 
we knew the Pope is only a man–a 
deeply spiritual man, someone that 
many people of all faiths and none are 
keen to hear, a leader whose views and 
teaching carry great weight with leaders 
of nations throughout the world but still 
only a man–the successor to St. Peter, 
the apostle Christ chose to lead his 
church and with the same authority to 
guide his flock through troubled times 
to find the safe pasture.
 Mankind will always struggle to 
find its way through the quagmire of 
problems that beset the world, and, 
like Peter, there will be times when we 
fail in the steadfastness of our belief in 
the truth of God's existence or in his 
continuing love for us. We know we are 
sinners, so why should he care about 
us? But he does. Thankfully, the love 
Christ showed to the repentant thief 
as he was hanging on the cross and 
his promise that he would join him in 
heaven must give us hope however 
shameful our sin may have been.
 If only we could see Jesus? Like 
Thomas, we, too, would be absolutely 
convinced in his real presence and 
humbly say, "My Lord and my God!" 
But we have to wait until our "Day of 
Judgment," hoping that through our 
lives we have proved our love for him 
by the love we have shown to others 
on earth. Perhaps if we could see, and 
if we could feel, that this person is my 
brother or my sister, then through our 
genuine desire and effort to ease their 
pain and suffering we might glimpse 
God's presence, recognizing we're 
all God's children, each of us a very 
important person in his sight. 

Originally appeared in The Crusader Magazine.
Reprinted with permission.

A Very Important Person
by Dr. Chris Wroe

The logo and motto for the Year of Mercy 
together provide a fitting summary 
of what the Jubilee Year is all about. 
The motto, Merciful Like the Father, is 
taken from Luke 6:36 and serves as an 
invitation to follow the merciful example 
of the Father who asks us not to judge 
or condemn but to forgive and to give 
love and forgiveness without measure.
 The logo is the work of Jesuit 
Father Marko I. Rupnik and represents 
the Son having taken upon his 
shoulders the lost soul, demonstrating 
that it is the love of Christ that brings 
to completion the mystery of his 
incarnation, culminating in redemption. 
 While the Good Shepherd in 
his great mercy takes humanity upon 
himself, his eyes are merged with 
those of man. Christ sees with the 
eyes of Adam, and Adam with the 
eyes of Christ. Every person discovers 
in Christ, the new Adam, one’s own 
humanity and the future that lies ahead, 
contemplating, in his gaze, the love of 
the Father.
 The scene is captured within the 
so called mandorla (the shape of an 
almond), a figure quite important in early 
and medieval iconography, for it calls to 
mind the two natures of Christ, divine 
and human. The three concentric ovals, 
with colors progressively lighter as we 
move outward, suggest the movement 
of Christ who carries humanity out of 
the night of sin and death. Conversely, 
the depth of the darker color suggests 
the impenetrability of the love of the 
Father who forgives all. Learn more at 
www.im.va. 

Year of Mercy Logo 
and Motto Unveiled
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As I finished my Thursday 
jail visits at 5:30pm, by 
visiting with a well-known 
scrappy inmate, he hugged 
and thanked me for coming 
as we walked down a 
hall filled with about a 
dozen inmates who were 
handcuffed to the wall and 
sitting on the floor. The 
inmates had just returned 
from court and were waiting 
to return to their cells. I could 
feel the men’s curiosity that 
this feared inmate treated 
me with so much love and 
respect, as they all moved 
aside to let him pass. I have 
had the blessing of watching 
this man transform over the 
past year and seeing him 
step up to challenges to 
grow in his faith and as a father and 
to stop intimidating others and care for 
the weak within his pod. With me he will 
hang his head like a little boy when I 
get after him for being so intimidating. 
He will say, “I know Ms. Sally, and I am 
trying. I can’t help it that I scare others.”  
 As my escort, Officer White, went 
into the pod to put this inmate away, 
I pulled my suitcase of books and 
Bibles through the mass of inmates, 
apologizing as I maneuvered around 
them. At one point a young man 
stopped me and asked, “Who IS you?” 
with astonishment in his voice. As a 
typical mother I responded with “Who 
AM I.” He shook his head and said 
again, “Yes, who IS you?” 
 I had to laugh as I said, “You know, 
I wonder the same thing most days – 
who is I?” I then explained that I was 
a Catholic Chaplain, and my suitcase 
was filled with reading material for the 
men and women I visit. 
 The already interested inmates 
began asking me questions and telling 
me of problems in the Chaplain’s 
office. I apologized, telling them I 
wasn’t from that office so couldn’t help 
with their issues. One young man told 
me he didn’t go to the Chaplain’s office, 

because it could take up to two hours. 
I smiled and told him I didn’t think he 
was probably that busy in his cell, and 
time in the chaplains office was  time 
well spent, even if it was two hours.  He 
agreed as though I had made some 
wise statement, and I couldn’t help 
thinking it was a shame my kids never 
thought me so wise. 
 The very last male handcuffed on 
the rail was a tall, very young man. He 
looked at me with pleading eyes and 
asked if I would pray for him. Ugh, I 
thought to myself, please don’t make 
me do that right here in this hallway 
in front of all these strangers. Still, 
the pain in his eyes and his pleading 
voice, as he told me quietly that he was 
charged with rape and he didn’t do it, 
meant I had no choice but to gather my 
courage and pray. I knew he was telling 
the truth. I could hear it in his voice and 
see it in his eyes.
 He was scared and so quiet as he 
spoke to me, pleading for me to pray 
for him. I knew I had to step out of my 
comfort zone, so I dug in for the courage 
I had prayed for as I entered the jail that 
morning. Something I do every time I 
walk inside the doors of that jail is pray 
for courage and wisdom. Yes, after 

four years I am still terrified 
to walk inside that door to 
a ministry I love. I have no 
fear of the inmates, none 
at all. My fear comes from 
my knowledge I am not 
wise–that I am simply Sally 
Riesenberg, not some great 
spiritual teacher.  
 The inmates look 
to me to help them find 
Christ, to learn how to live 
a Christian life. And it is 
part of my mission to share 
with them that Christ loves 
them and that forgiveness 
is possible. It is a very 
scary and overwhelming 
responsibility, and I do 
not want to let Christ or 
the inmates down. The 
responsibility terrifies me, 

so I plead with Him to not leave me on 
my own.
 As I put my hands on the young 
man’s handcuffed arms, we lowered 
our heads, and I began to pray for 
the truth to be revealed. I prayed for 
God’s justice. I prayed for the inmate’s 
attorney, his judge, and the DA, and I 
challenged the inmate to do the same 
each day. We prayed for the victim 
and for her to have the courage to tell 
the truth. The words seemed to flow 
from my lips, and I could feel his arms 
relaxing under my hands as the words 
came for him to have courage and faith 
that the truth would prevail.
 Even with my eyes closed I could 
feel all eyes turning to watch and listen 
to me in that hallway. The loud banter 
became quiet respect, as this young 
man was prayed over. As I opened 
my eyes, young Officer White was 
standing by me watching and listening.  
His smile was huge. I am not sure if he 
was smiling at the sight of me in that 
hallway surrounded by handcuffed 
inmates or thinking that with or without 
him I seem to be just fine.  
 So who is I? If I ever get around to 
writing a book, I think that just might be 
the title. 

Who IS you?
by Sally Riesenberg
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Bereavement Brunch Following 10am Mass
Sunday, Nov. 1, 2015

Parishioners who have lost a close family member during the last year are invited 
to a special Bereavement Brunch on the Feast of All Saints, Sunday, Nov. 1, 2015. 
The brunch will begin after the 10am Mass, during which the names of those who 
have died in the last year will be read. Invitations to the brunch will be mailed in 
mid-October. If you have experienced the loss of a loved one during the last year 
and think the parish office may not be aware of it, please contact the Parish Life 
Office at (405) 842-1483 or by emailing kathya@ckokc.org.

Spaghetti for Goretti
The Basilica, which is the permanent 
home of the relics of St. Maria Gore-
tti, and the home where her martyrdom 
took place are both in need of exten-
sive repairs, amounting to more than 
$2,000,000. It is the desire of the Holy 
See that the Pilgrimage of Mercy be a 
deep and profound spiritual experience 
for all Americans. St. Maria is a model 
for the kind of forgiveness and mercy 
that sets the heart free and opens it to 
the healing and mysterious presence of 
Christ. But it is also the desire of the 
Holy See that the Pilgrimage of Mercy 
be an opportunity for the American 
faithful to demonstrate their mercy to-
wards St. Maria. 
 Christ the King will hold a spa-
ghetti dinner fundraiser on Sunday, 
Nov. 8, 2015, to support the restoration 
project. Dinner will begin at 6pm in the 
Parish Center Atrium. Donations in any 
amount will be taken at the door. Those 
wishing to are invited to stay after din-

ner to watch a movie about the life and 
martyrdom of St. Maria Goretti. The 
movie is an older Italian film dubbed in 
English. If you are unable to attend the 
dinner but wish to contribute to the re-
pair of St. Maria’s shrine, please make 
your check payable to Christ the King 
and note “Maria Goretti” in the memo. 
Donations may be mailed or brought to 
the parish office or placed in the collec-
tion at any Mass through Nov. 8, 2015.
 The Basilica Shrine of St. Ma-
ria in Nettuno is the facility that houses 
St. Maria’s body. The Basilica’s heating 
and cooling units and the wall that fac-
es the sea (the Basilica stands only 40 
yards away from the sea) are in need of 
replacing and extensive maintenance, 
respectively. The climate system is 
decades old and is no longer function-
al. As a result, the body of St. Maria, 
housed in the crypt of the Basilica, is 
subject to damage. Wind and salt ero-
sion has caused damage to the mortar 

of the Basilica. If the mortar is not re-
paired, the damage to the Basilica will 
be irreversible. In addition, the house 
in which St. Maria was martyred is also 
badly in need of repair. Since its res-
toration in 1953, by Cardinal Francis 
Spellman and the American Associa-
tion of the Knights of Malta, it has not 
received any structural maintenance. 
Time and the elements have taken their 
toll on the building. Since its last repair 
in 1953, several large cracks have 
opened in the exterior of the building. 
These need to be repaired to prevent 
their widening. Part of the restoration 
will be to seal the exterior of the build-
ing against further water damage and 
to repair cracks in the interior walls of 
the building. A Restoration Committee 
has been set-up, led by Patrick Allen, 
President of Ace Masonry, which is one 
of the highest-rated professional ma-
sonry companies on the east coast and 
a specialist in church restorations. 

Sunday, Nov. 8, 2015 at 6pm
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St. Maria Goretti is unique in that she is the youngest 
canonized saint in the Church. She died tragically on 
July 6, 1902, at the age of eleven.
 Born into poverty, her father moved the fam-
ily when Maria was six years old from the east side 
of Italy near Ancona to the west side near Nettuno, 
about forty miles south of Rome, in hopes of escaping 
the grinding poverty that was gripping the area.
 Just three years later, when Maria was nine, her 
father died tragically. It fell to Maria at that time to raise 
her five siblings while her mother worked the fields to 
produce the crops with which they would use to pay 
the rent and to feed themselves.
 This was a terrible time of trial and suffering 
for the whole family. For Maria it was especially dif-
ficult. Aside from having the responsibility of caring for 
her family, she also had to cook and clean for her two 
next door neighbors–Giovanni Serenelli and his son, 
Alessandro–who assisted her mother with the farm 
work. It was during this time that Alessandro began to 
develop an impure liking for Maria. The big 20-year-
old would say rude and crude things to her, things that 
were inappropriate and embarrassing and that caused 
Maria to run away. Eventually, Alessandro began to 
make direct sexual advances towards Maria, demand-
ing her virginity and threatening her with violence if 
she didn't comply.
 Finally, after many months of this, Alessandro 
forced himself upon Maria in an attempt to rape her. 
Though she prevented him from violating her, Ales-
sandro brutally stabbed Maria numerous times. Maria 

Portrait by Noah Buchanan depicting Alessandro receiving St. Maria’s forgive-
ness at the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe, La Crosse, Wisconsin (left)

Who Is St. Maria?

The Relics of St. Maria Goretti will lie in repose 
at Christ the King on Monday, Nov. 9, 2015

Public Veneration: 9am-11pm
Mass with Archbishop Coakley: 7pm

Many people are coming from great distances. 
Our neighbors are encouraged to walk in 

pilgrimage from their nearby homes to make it 
easier for those who are traveling to park.
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St. Maria’s remains are inside a glass-
sided casket. Inside the casket is a 
wax statue within which lie her skeletal 
remains. None of her sacred remains 
are visible. Nevertheless, the skel-
eton is complete save for some small 
fragments that have been taken for 
placement in altars and for use in the 
Church’s ministry (e.g., in exorcism). In 
addition, Maria's mother permitted her 
right arm to be donated to the Church 
of St. Nicholas (now known as the 
Sanctuary of St. Maria Goretti) in her 
birth town of Corinaldo. It was with her 
right arm that Maria defended her pu-
rity and prevented Alessandro Serenelli 
from raping her.
 It is often incorrectly reported that 
St. Maria’s body is “incorrupt.” The bod-
ies of some saints are miraculously pre-
served from decomposition. Perhaps 
the most famous example of this phe-
nomenon is St. Bernadette Soubirous 
(the visionary to whom our Blessed 
Mother appeared at Lourdes). Why 

does God grant that some saints’ bod-
ies experience incorruption but not oth-
ers? Signs are given by God according 
to their need. The sign of incorruptibility 
is hinted at in Psalm 16:

And so my heart rejoices, my soul 
is glad; even my body shall rest in 
safety. For you will not leave my 
soul among the dead, nor let your 
beloved know decay.

St. Peter quotes this same passage in 
Acts 2:25-27 and applies it specifically 
to Jesus.  And so now, following Christ 
who is “the first born from the dead” 

(Colossians 1:18), we know that this 
promise applies to us as well. In other 
words, the incorruptible bodies of cer-
tain saints are signs of the life to come, 
where there will be no death – they 
point to what awaits us.
 Nevertheless, possession of the 
property of incorruptibility does not 
mean that one saint is holier than an-
other. The bodies of the Apostles are 
not incorrupt.  Neither is that of St. John 
the Baptist, of whom Our Lord Himself 
said that no man is greater (Matt 11:11).
 St. Maria Goretti’s body is not in-
corrupt. It experienced natural degra-
dation when it was interred in the cem-
etery of Nettuno, Italy, following her 
murder. Thus, making this Pilgrimage 
of Mercy is not her flesh but simply her 
skeletal remains.

St. Maria's Body

Relics are physical objects that have 
a direct association with the saints or 
with Our Lord.  They are usually bro-
ken down into three classes. First class 
relics are the body or fragments of the 
body of a saint, such as pieces of bone 
or flesh. Second class relics are some-
thing that a saint personally owned, 
such as a shirt or book (or fragments 
of those items). Third class relics are 
those items that a saint touched or that 
have been touched to a first, second, or 
another third class relic of a saint.
 With regard to third class relics, 
the touch does not have to be a direct 
touch to the relic itself. Merely touch-
ing the container that houses the relic 
is sufficient to bring about that transfor-
mation and effect a new relic. 

From www.mariagoretti.com

What Are Relics?

Assunta Goretti, St. Maria’s 
mother, watches her little 
girl being canonized from 
a window of the Apostolic 
Palace, June 24, 1950.

died the next day in the midst of an in-
fection brought on by her lacerations. 
Her last words were, “I forgive Alessan-
dro Serenelli…and I want him with me 
in heaven forever.”
 During his prison sentence Maria 
appeared to Alessandro and forgave 
him. That act of mercy and forgive-
ness—that act of love—filled Alessan-
dro with contrition for his crime.  It was 
also a turning point for him when grace 
entered his heart. From that time on 
Alessandro lived a beautiful and con-
verted life of holiness, eventually be-
coming a Franciscan lay brother.
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Many non-Catholics particularly shy 
away from the sacramental aspects 
of Catholicism—and not only from the 
seven sacraments. What they dislike 
is the mixing of spirit and matter, the 
gift of something spiritual—grace—by 
means of physical things. That, after 
all, is what the sacraments are. This 
tendency to drive a wedge between 
spirit and matter stems from age-old 
heresies known as Dualism, Mar-
cionism, and Manichaeanism. Marcion 
in particular taught that the God of the 
Old Testament was evil in creating mat-
ter, but the God of the New Testament 
is a different and good God, who raises 
us to the level of spirit. The less one is 
entrapped by matter, the closer one is 
to God. Needless to say, this does not 
fit well with the sacraments—or with 
the Incarnation!
 In the sacraments, common mate-
rial things, such as water, wine, bread, 
oil, and the imposition of hands, result 
in the giving of grace. Related to the 
sacraments are the sacramentals, ob-
jects such as medals, blessed palms, 
holy water, and ashes. Their use can 
lead people to receive or respond to 
grace. Many non-Catholics wrongly 
believe that the Church teaches that 
these sacramentals actually provide 
grace. One of the biggest problems for 
non-Catholics is the relics of saints—
the bones, ashes, clothing, or personal 
possessions of the apostles and other 
holy people. These are held in rever-
ence by the Church and sometimes as-
sociated with miraculous healings and 
other acts of God. 
 This is how Bart Brewer, ex-priest 
and head of Mission to Catholics Inter-
national, phrases the complaint in his 
autobiography, Pilgrimage From Rome: 

Another dogma that has bothered Catho-
lics for centuries is the veneration of rel-
ics and the claims that they have magical 
powers. Even Martin Luther wondered how 
there could be twenty-six apostles buried 
in Germany, when there were only twelve 
in the entire Bible! It is said that if all the 
pieces of the cross displayed in Catholic 
churches were assembled together, it 
would take a ten-ton truck to carry them. 
It is clear that most ‘relics’ are frauds. Fur-
thermore, there is nothing in the Bible that 

supports the veneration of relics, even if 
they are genuine.

This is a unique paragraph in that each 
sentence contains one or two errors. 
Let’s go through them. 
 The first error is the claim that 
the veneration of relics has “bothered 
Catholics for centuries.” Considering 
the high regard Catholics have had 
for relics throughout the years, this is 
absurd. It hasn’t been Catholics who 
have been bothered—it has been non-
Catholics (and ex-Catholics). What’s 
more, the Church does not claim that 
relics have “magical powers.” Note that 
Brewer cites no Catholic work which 
makes such a claim—because there 
isn’t any. The sacramental system is 
the opposite of magic. In magic, some-
thing material is regarded as the cause 
of something spiritual; in other words, a 
lower cause is expected to produce a 
higher effect. 

No Magic in Sacraments
The sacraments (and, derivatively, 
sacramentals and relics) don’t compel 
God to work in a certain way. Their use 
depends on God, who established their 
efficacy, so their effects are divine, not 
natural, in their origin. It is God who 
sanctions the use of relics; it is not a 
matter of men “overpowering” God 
through their own powers or the powers 
of nature, which is what magic amounts 
to. When Jesus healed the blind man 
in John 9:1-7, did the Lord use magic 
mud and spittle? Was it actually a mag-
ic potion he mixed in the clay, or was it 
simply that Jesus saw fit to use matter 
in association with the conferral of his 
grace? The Lord is no dualist. He made 
matter, he loves matter, and he had no 
qualms about becoming matter himself 
to accomplish our redemption. 
 In the next sentence Brewer 
casts ridicule on relics by referring 
to Luther’s comment, but the rejoin-
der should have been obvious to him. 
Apart from the fact that there are more 
than twelve apostles mentioned in the 
Bible (there are at least sixteen, count-
ing Paul, Barnabas, James the Just, 
and Matthias), there is no reason to 
think that the whole of a saint’s skel-
eton must be kept in one reliquary. In 
fact, from what we know about the way 
early Christians preserved the bones 
of those killed during the persecutions, 
that would be unusual. More common-

ly, the saint’s bones were divided up, 
so various communities could have a 
portion of his relics: the skull here, a 
hand there, other bones elsewhere. 
So it would be proper for several cities 
to claim to have the relics of a single 
saint.

Ten-Ton Truck or Warship?
Now for the classic argument. As Brew-
er phrases it, if all the alleged pieces of 
the True Cross were gathered together, 
“it would take a ten-ton truck to carry 
them.” That’s a modern way to put the 
charge. It used to be said that the piec-
es would be enough to build a warship, 
but warships aren’t made out of wood 
any longer. Either way, the charge is 
nonsense. In 1870 a Frenchman, Ro-
hault de Fleury, catalogued all the rel-
ics of the True Cross, including relics 
that were said to have existed but were 
lost. He measured the existing relics 
and estimated the volume of the miss-
ing ones. Then he added up the figures 
and discovered that the fragments, if 
glued together, would not have made 
up more than one-third of a cross. The 
scandal wasn’t that there was too much 
wood. The scandal was that most of 
the True Cross, after being unearthed 
in Jerusalem in the fourth century, was 
lost again! 
 Brewer’s next charge is this: “It 
is clear that most ‘relics’ are frauds.” 
It isn’t clear at all. Certainly nothing he 
said indicates that. Have there been 
any frauds? Sure. But in most cases, 
relics are either known to be genuine 
or there is some reason to think they 
may be genuine, even if complete proof 
is impossible. Take the famous Shroud 
of Turin, which scientists have been 
examining for some years. The scien-
tists admit their experiments cannot 
establish that the Shroud is the actual 
burial cloth of Christ—they admit that 
is impossible—but they also say they 
might be able to eliminate the possibil-
ity of forgery. That is, they apparently 
are demonstrating that the Shroud 
was a burial cloth that was wrapped 
around someone who was crucified in 
the same manner as Christ, perhaps 
at about the same time he was cru-
cified (there is considerable dispute 
about the age of the Shroud, and the 
carbon-14 tests that have been per-
formed on the Shroud have been de-
fective), and in the same area he was 

RELICS
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crucified. Most relics cannot be fakes 
because most relics are the bones of 
ordinary saints of history who were well 
known and whose remains were never 
lost in the first place. The Church has 
never pronounced that any particular 
relic—even that of the cross—is genu-
ine; however, the Church does approve 
of honor being given to the relics that 
can with reasonable probability be con-
sidered authentic.

Is There Room for Doubt?
Will there always be room for doubt for 
those who seek it? Sure. And if that is 
the case with the Shroud of Turin, it 
is more the case with most other rel-
ics. The skeptic will always be able 
to say, “This might not have been so-
and-so’s,” or “You might be mistaken,” 
and we would have to admit that’s true. 
There might have been a mistake, or 
fakes might have been substituted for 
the real relics. 
 We evaluate relics the same way 
we evaluate the bona fides of anything 
else. Did George Washington really 
sleep in a particular bed? We have to 
do some detective work to find out. 
We may never know for sure. We may 
have to rely on probabilities. On the 
other hand, we might have incontro-
vertible proof, that could be disbelieved 
only by the skeptic who insists George 
Washington never existed at all. It’s 
the same with relics. Some are beyond 
doubt. Others are so highly probable 
that it would be rash to doubt. Others 
are merely probable. And some, yes, 
are improbable (though we wouldn’t 
want to toss out even most of those, 
in case we err and toss out something 
that really is a relic).

No Veneration?
Finally, Brewer claims that “there is 
nothing in the Bible that supports the 
veneration of relics, even if they are 
genuine” – again, not so. One of the 
most moving accounts of the venera-
tion of relics is that of the very body of 
Christ itself. Rather than leaving his 
body on the cross, to be taken down 
and disposed of by the Romans (as 
was the customary practice), Joseph 
of Arimathea courageously interced-
ed with Pilate for Christ’s body (Mark 
15:43, John 19:38). He donated his 
own, newly hewn tomb as Christ’s rest-
ing place (Matt. 27:60). Nicodemus 

came and donated over a hundred 
pounds of spices to wrap inside Jesus’ 
grave clothes (John 19:39), that being 
the amount of spices used only for the 
most honored dead. After he was bur-
ied the women went to reverently visit 
the tomb (Matt. 28:1) and to further 
anoint Christ’s body with spices even 
though it had already been sealed in-
side the tomb (Mark 16:1, Luke 24:1). 
These acts of reverence were more 
than just the usual courtesy shown to 
the remains of the dead. Special re-
spect shown to the body of a most holy 
man—in this case, the holiest man who 
has ever lived, for he was God Incar-
nate.

Relics in Early Christianity
The veneration of relics is seen explicit-
ly as early as the account of Polycarp’s 
martyrdom written by the Smyrnaeans 
in A.D. 156. In it, the Christians de-
scribe the events following his burning 
at the stake: “We took up his bones, 
which are more valuable than precious 
stones and finer than refined gold, and 
laid them in a suitable place, where the 
Lord will permit us to gather ourselves 
together, as we are able, in gladness 
and joy and to celebrate the birthday of 
his martyrdom.” 
 In speaking of the veneration of 
relics in the early Church, the anti-Cath-
olic historian Adolph Harnack writes, 
“No Church doctor of repute restricted 
it. All of them rather, even the Cappado-
cians, countenanced it. The numerous 
miracles which were wrought by bones 
and relics seemed to confirm their wor-
ship. The Church therefore would not 
give up the practice, although a vio-
lent attack was made upon it by a few 
cultured heathens and besides by the 
Manichaeans” (Harnack, History of Dog-
ma, tr., IV, 313). 
 In the fourth century the great bib-
lical scholar, Jerome, declared, “We do 
not worship, we do not adore, for fear 
that we should bow down to the crea-
ture rather than to the creator, but we 
venerate the relics of the martyrs in or-
der the better to adore him whose mar-
tyrs they are” (Ad Riparium, i, P.L., XXII, 
907).

Relics in Scripture
Keep in mind what the Church says 
about relics. It doesn’t say there is 
some magical power in them. There 

is nothing in the relic itself, whether a 
bone of the apostle Peter or water from 
Lourdes, that has any curative ability. 
The Church just says that relics may be 
the occasion of God’s miracles, and in 
this the Church follows Scripture. We 
have in 2 Kings 13:20-21 the bones of 
Elisha bringing a dead man to life: 

So Elisha died, and they buried him. Now 
bands of Moabites used to invade the land 
in the spring of the year. And as a man was 
being buried, lo, a marauding band was 
seen and the man was cast into the grave 
of Elisha; and as soon as the man touched 
the bones of Elisha, he revived, and stood 
on his feet.

This is an unequivocal biblical ex-
ample of a miracle being performed 
by God through contact with the rel-
ics of a saint! Similar are the cases 
of the woman cured of a hemorrhage 
by touching the hem of Christ’s cloak 
(Matt. 9:20-22) and the sick who were 
healed when Peter’s shadow passed 
over them (Acts 5:14-16). “And God did 
extraordinary miracles by the hands of 
Paul, so that handkerchiefs or aprons 
were carried away from his body to 
the sick, and diseases left them and 
the evil spirits came out of them” (Acts 
19:11-12). If these aren’t examples of 
the use of relics, what are? In the case 
of Elisha, a Lazarus-like return from the 
dead was brought about through the 
prophet’s bones. In the New Testament 
cases, physical things (the cloak, the 
shadow, handkerchiefs and aprons) 
were used to effect cures. There is a 
perfect congruity between present-day 
Catholic practice and ancient practice. 
If you reject all Catholic relics as frauds, 
you should also reject these biblical ac-
counts. 

NIHIL OBSTAT: I have concluded that the materials presented in this work are 
free of doctrinal or moral errors. Bernadeane Carr, STL, Censor Librorum, 
August 10, 2004. IMPRIMATUR: In accord with 1983 CIC 827 permission to 
publish this work is hereby granted.+Robert H. Brom, Bishop of 
San Diego, August 10, 2004

Pope St. John Paul venerating 
the relics of St. Maria Goretti



18

By Fr. Christopher Brashears

 The Church is aligned with the 
Republicans. Finally! What a relief 
to let the cat out of the bag. And the 
Church is aligned with the Democrats.  
Phew! I just couldn’t hold that one in 
either. The Church is aligned with the 
Independents, Greens, Libertarians, 
Constitutionalists, and just about 
every other political party out there.  
The Catholic faith lines up with many 
ideologies when it comes to certain 
issues. This is because the Church 
doesn’t have an exclusive right to the 
truth. Rather, it affirms the truth–always 
and everywhere.  
 Quod est veritatis? or “What is 
truth?” we might ask alongside Pontius 
Pilate. Our lives (mainly due to 24-hour 
news services and instant availability) 
are inundated with political opinions 
and opinions on those opinions. I’ve 
even seen opinions on the opinions 
of opinions! What is happening to us?  
First, we can confuse opinions with 
facts.  One might say, "if the news 
channels report it, we are only getting 
the facts, because they report only 
facts.”  Unfortunately, this is not the 
case. Not only is there no rule or law 
about reporting only facts, there’s not 
even one ensuring honesty in the news 
media. 
 Major news agencies must be 
seen for what they have become:  
products or commodities that must 
be sold by whatever means will help 
them achieve their particular goals 
and market security. Certainly, we 
must never seek them out as founts 

of truth. While they might have facts, 
that doesn’t mean that they have truth. 
Facts are merely the actual state of a 
thing. Truth conveys the meaning of 
things. 
 Facts can assist us in discovering 
truths, but facts and truth are not 
the same. For instance, the fact is 
that natural cells have always been 
observed to decay and break down; 
the truth is that death is the conclusion 
of natural life. Science is the greatest 
tool for recognizing facts in the world.  
It is the role of philosophy and theology 
to explain the meaning of those facts, 
ultimately answering the question, 
"Why?" This brings us back around to 
the main point of this article, which is 
to answer the question, "Why does the 
Church speak out on political issues?" 
 The Church affirms, whether it 
is popular or unpopular, truths (ones 
we find in the world) and the Truth 
(Jesus Christ). For instance the Church 
continues to teach, as it has for 2000 
years, that contraception and abortion 
are gravely sinful (read: mortal sin). 
So, it could seem like the Church is 
preaching the Republican party line 
insofar as they promote the rights of 
the unborn. However, the Church also 
teaches, as it has for two millennia, that 
we have a moral obligation to care for 
the poor, widows and orphans. So, it 
could seem like the Church is reciting 
the Democratic party line, insofar as 
they try to ensure the basic needs of 
those who are afflicted are met. 
 While a prayer service to bless 
and send off troops might seem very 
Republican, the Church not only affirms 

Just War Theory but also desires to 
extend a blessing to bring the troops 
home with the fewest casualties for all 
groups involved. Likewise, taking the 
youth group to McAlester penitentiary 
for a candlelight vigil before an execution 
might seem very Democratic, since 
the Church not only reemphasizes 
the teaching that the death penalty is 
almost never acceptable in "first world" 
countries but also prays for the prisoner 
to have contrition before the Lord to 
avoid the pains of hell. The task of all 
pastors is to preach courageously the 
truth wherever it may be. 
 The Church will probably never 
fully endorse any political party. Every 
party, even if there were a Catholic 
party, inevitably will have some issues 
which don’t fall in line with Catholic 
doctrine. And it is doubtful that any 
party could ever be perfectly contrary 
to the Catholic faith. In charity we 
cannot summarily reject a political 
party as “completely wrong,” and we 
can certainly never do that to a person.
 Our society endorses an attitude 
of absolutes: my political ideology is 
correct, yours is wrong. It is like being 
told that you can’t support both OU 
and OSU, which is ludicrous except 
on Bedlam weekend. Satan wants to 
exclude and isolate. We must not fall 
into that false mind-set of exclusivity 
which leads to condemning other 
people. Jesus did not refuse either the 
Pharisees or the scribes who came to 
Him. Christ is the Truth, the Way and 
the Life. We shall seek Him and the 
truth wherever it may be found. 

Politics and Faith
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New Haven, Conn. (CNA/EWTN 
News) - On Friday, hundreds of faithful 
gathered in New Haven, Conn. to 
celebrate the 125th anniversary of the 
death of Venerable Father Michael J. 
McGivney, founder of the Knights of 
Columbus. Although he lived just 38 
years, Fr. McGivney left a remarkable 
legacy–the order he founded has 
become the world's largest Catholic 
fraternal service organization. Just 
last year, the Knights raised more 
than $173.5 million for charity and 
performed more than 71.5 million hours 
of volunteer work.
 The memorial Mass on Friday 
(August 14th) was held at St. Mary's 
Catholic Church in New Haven, where 
Fr. McGivney founded the Knights of 
Columbus in 1882. Archbishop William 
E. Lori of Baltimore, the organization's 
supreme chaplain, recalled in his homily 
how Fr. McGivney's priesthood modeled 
the teaching of recent popes. "St. John 
Paul II said that the priest's personality 
must be a bridge to Christ, and indeed 
Father McGivney's unassuming, 
lighthearted-yet-determined character 
attracted many to the Catholic faith and 
to St. Mary's Church," said Archbishop 
Lori. "When Pope Francis tells priests 
to acquire 'the smell of the sheep' and 
'to bring the Gospel to the margins of 

society,' I think of Father McGivney. He 
loved the priesthood deeply."
 At the end of the Mass, John 
Walshe, a great grandnephew of Father 
McGivney, joined Archbishop Lori and 
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson in the 
incensing of the sarcophagus near 
the entrance of the church, where Fr. 
McGivney's remains are interred. The 
Archbishop then led those present 
in prayers for the canonization of the 
priest.
 Father McGivney passed away 
Aug. 14, 1890, two days after his 38th 
birthday, in the rectory of St. Thomas 
parish in Thomaston, Conn., where he 
served as pastor for six years. He was 
also pastor at the time of Immaculate 
Conception parish in nearby Terryville. 
Previously, he was assistant parish 
priest for seven years at St. Mary's, 
where he gathered a handful of parish 
men in the church's basement to 
found the Knights of Columbus. These 
first Knights saw in Fr. McGivney an 
example worth following, Archbishop 
Lori said. 
 "These men would not have 
committed to the principle of charity 
had they not seen in Father McGivney 
a man of tireless pastoral charity, who 
reflected God's love through acts of 
personal generosity and compassion. 

These men would not have committed 
to the principle of unity had they not 
seen how Father McGivney brought 
together the people of St. Mary's parish 
and how he served as a source of unity 
in the wider community of New Haven. 
Nor would they have committed to 
the principle of fraternity had they not 
witnessed how Father McGivney was 
not only the father but also the brother 
to his parishioners and indeed to 
anyone in need."
 Archbishop Lori added that not 
only does Fr. McGivney continue to 
guide and influence the nearly 1.9 
million Knights worldwide, he is a very 
personal source of grace in his own 
life. The archbishop said he considers 
Fr. McGivney to be "my parish priest, 
the parish priest of my soul. Every 
morning I pray to him and I pray that 
he be canonized, as I know you do. 
Every day I load his plate with all kinds 
of intentions."
 The cause of sainthood for Father 
McGivney was opened in 1997, and he 
was declared a Venerable Servant of 
God by Pope Benedict XVI in March 
2008 in recognition of his life of heroic 
virtue. One Vatican-approved miracle 
through his intercession is needed for 
beatification, and another miracle is 
needed for canonization.

Knights celebrate life of founder 125 years after his death
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Eight young men from Christ the King’s Troop 120 will join the roster of scouts who have attained the rank of Eagle at the 
upcoming Court of Honor on Sunday, Nov. 8, 2015. Our most recent Eagle Scouts and their projects are:

Back Row (left to right): Kyle Fitzgerald designed and built a solar food dehydrator and oven for the Regional Food Bank 
of Oklahoma. Nick Ballas built a raised bed for a vegetable garden at Red Rock Behavioral Health Services residential 
living facility. Matt Mudd planned and build two large bird houses for North West Nursing Center. Drew Heinen built and 
installed blue bird houses and bat houses for Martin Nature Park. Sam Jones designed and built a standing shade trellis 
at Martin Nature Park. 

Front Row (left to right): Conor Maguire planned and built benches for Camp Classen YMCA. Liam Kelley planned and 
built “cubbies” for the Christ the King Preschool classroom. Michael Hogsett designed and built cat towers for the cat 
adoption rooms at the Oklahoma Humane Society.

Christ the King and Troop 120 are proud of all our Eagle Scouts, who are named on page 21.

Young men who are high school juniors 
or seniors or recent graduates are in-
vited to an Encounter with God’s Call 
weekend on Nov. 14-16, 2015 at Con-
ception Seminary College. This is an 
excellent opportunity to meet seminar-
ians who are discerning their own call 
to the priesthood. 
 The weekend is sponsored by 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City Vo-
cations Office and there is no cost to 
participants. To learn more or sign up 
for the weekend, please contact Fr. 
Rick or the Vocations Office at (405) 
721-9351 or vocations@archokc.
org. For additional information visit 
http://www.conception.edu/vocations/
encounter-with-gods-call-weekend or 

scan the QR code below. God bless all 
who support those who are discerning 
God’s call.

Christ the King's Fall 2015 Eagle Scouts

Discerning a Call to the Priesthood?
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Tommy Helbing 1955 
Daniel N. Stupka 1966 

John T. Stupka 1966 
Benny J. Bravo 1967 
Phillip P. Blette 1968 

Francis P. O'Connor 1968 
Dennis D. Albertson 1968 
Robert B. Thomps 1968 
Edward T. Creegan 1969 

Steve S. Larch 1969 
Kenneth F. Smith 1969 

Alan E. Bravo 1969 
John P. Strothman 1969 

Steven. L. Carmincke 1970 
Robert L. Maidt, Jr. 1971 
Steve F. Gordon 1971 
Craig L. Staples 1971 

Edward W. Stupka 1971 
Michael J. Scheller 1973 
Chris W. Bernardy 1973 
John G. Lukeman 1973 
Allen F. Staples 1973 
David C. Hanks 1976 
James F. Berend 1976 

Jerry F. Haag 1976 
Kevin D. Whitman 1977 
Ronald E. Hughes 1977 

Paul J. Cotter 1977 
Tom Stupka 1979 

Michael Miller 1979 
Carl Putman 1980 
Sean Dolan 1981 

Rodney Berend 1981 
Scott Ingram 1981 

Thomas W. Hosty 1982 
Brian Kernke 1982 

Ben H. Nicholson II 1984 
Michael S. Hosty 1987 
Robert J. Ross 1988 

William P. Tunnel Jr 1988 
Ryan A. Beasley 1989 
William D. Cory 1989 

David R. Enis 1991 
Matt Jackson 1992 
Matt Rosser 1992 
Kyle Strecker 1992 
Justin Beasley 1992  

Don K. Codding 1993 
Chris D. Neumann 1993 

David Neumann II 1993 
Frank "Jay" Shidler 1993 

Kevin Sine 1993 
Brian Corff 1994 

Jonathon Simms 1994 
Scott Andrews 1995 
Brent Jackson 1995 
Nick Rosser 1995 

Chris Strecker 1995 
William T. Beasley 1996 
Andy R. Malloy 1996 
Jeff M. Malloy 1996 
Brad Poarch 1996 
Ryan E. Slater 1996 

Cam Thompson 1997 
Mark Smith 1997 

Matthew Sexauer 1997 
John Cory 1998 

Paul Neumann 1998 
John Semtner 1998 

Sean P. Corbett 1999 
J. Houston Eagleston 1999 

Timothy J. Martin 1999 
Vincent E. Millsap 1999 

Connor P. Osborne 1999 
Jason V. Thompson 1999 
T. Jens Holmboe 2000 
Daniel I. Smith 2000 
John M. Burger 2001 

Christopher H. Codding 2001 
Daniel J. Corbett 2001 
J. Austin Harkey 2001 
J. Ross Martin 2001 

Matthew J. Bennett 2002 
Christopher B. Berend 2002 

Ryan M. Berend 2002 
C. Jet Harkey 2002 

Michael A. Sexauer 2002 
Brian Smith 2003 

Benjamin S. Callaway 2005 
John C. Goetzinger 2005 
Benjamin H. Graves 2005 

Colin J. Osborne 2005 
Jacob Archer 2006 

Townes Holmboe 2006 
John Riesenberg 2006 
Jeffrey Semtner 2006 

Matt Graves 2007 

Brian Kelley 2007 
Martin Kempf 2007 
Luke Martin 2007 

William Ruffin 2007 
Jared Smith 2007 
Ryan Bass 2008 

Stuart Cobb 2008 
Will Donnelly 2008 
Will Graves 2008 

Scott Jackson 2008 
Kevin McGarry 2008 

Chase Snodgrass 2008 
Nick Staples 2008 

Nick Callaway 2010 
Evan Crabtree 2010 

Adam Fitzgerald 2010 
Andrew Fleet 2010 
Jake Floresca 2010 

Tommy Labarthe 2010 
Sean Marshall 2010 

Matt Morrissey 2010 
Nick O'Hara 2010 
Jim Bishop 2012 

Leo Corbett 2012 
Eric Hughes 2012 

Michael Mlady 2012 
Ransom Smith 2012 
William Archer 2014 
Patrick Dolan 2014 

Jordan Edwards 2014 
Shelby Garvey 2014 
Phillip Heitert 2014 
Sam McDonald 2014 
Sean Mulcahy 2014 
Ian Patterson 2014 
Timothy Roy 2014 

Robert Sweeney 2014 
Zachary Alexander 2015 

Kevin Davis 2015 
Ben Jones 2015 

Dominic Perrault 2015 
Nick Ballas 2015 

Kyle Fitzgerald 2015 
Drew Heinen 2015 

Michael Hogsett 2015 
Sam Jones 2015 
Liam Kelley 2015 

Conor Maguire 2015 
Matt Mudd 2015

Christ the King Troop 120 Eagle Scouts
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The Pastor's Roundtable
LEGACY LEVEL ($20,000+)

Christ the King School P.T.O.

JUBILEE LEVEL ($10,000-$19,999)
Anonymous

EXCALIBUR LEVEL ($5,000-$9,999)
Justin O’Connor (‘72)      Richard Tuohy (‘65)

SWORD AND SHIELD LEVEL ($1,000-$4,999)
Jerry and Carleen Burger

Jim and Vicki Connelly
David (‘58) and Cathey Cooper

Chuck and Anne Covington
Eric and Bronwyn Dedeke

Jeremy and Katherine Dunnington
Michele Nashert Gatewood ('70)

Tim and Tyler Haley
David and Shannon Hill

Ronald and Dana Brou ('81) Hill
Dean and Mari Imel

(in memory of Amy Smith '95)

Phil Lowry
Tom and Teresa Streck (‘68) Luetkemeyer

Joan Sampson Maguire ('53)
John Markland

Chad and Amy McDougall
K.T. and Marilyn Meade
Jim and Joanie Merrill
Leo and Kay Morrison
Rick and Lisa Mullins

Rick ('76) and Julie Naifeh
John and Pat O’Connor
Robert and Ashley Perry

Puritan Oil and Gas Corporation

Carl and Holly Raczkowski
Bill and Lil Ross

Kurt and Mary Schrantz
Bill and Jean Smith

Rev. Richard Stansberry
Carl and Paula Stover
Dan and Amy Sullivan

Diane Cooper Timmerman ('66)
William Tunell

Jeremy and Laura Imel ('91) Webb
Brett and Barbara Willis

Anonymous (2)

CHRIST THE KING CATHOLIC SCHOOL 2015-2016 ANNUAL FUND COMMITMENT FORM
I would like to make a commitment to the Annual Fund in the amount of ________________________
Title _________ Name _____________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
City __________________________________ State ________ Zip __________
Email _________________________________ Phone ____________________

_____ Include me on your list of donors
_____ Please list as "Anonymous"
I would like my donation to go toward:

_____ Endowment  _____ Technology

_____ Scholarships  _____ No PreferencePlease check all that apply
_____ Current Parent _____ Parishioner
_____ Former Parent _____ Faculty/Staff
_____ Grandparent _____ Friend
_____ Alumni _____ Other _____________
If CK Alumni,  Graduation Year ___________________

_____ Full Payment Enclosed
_____ 2 Installments (December, May)
_____ 3 Installments (December, March, May)
Please make your check payable to Christ the King School and 
return it to Christ the King School, Attn: Mary Schrantz, 1905 
Elmhurst Ave., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73120

If you prefer to make a gift by Visa or MasterCard, please complete the following information and return it to Christ the King 
School, Attn: Mary Schrantz, 1905 Elmhurst Ave., Oklahoma City, OK 73210

Type of Card __________ Name of Cardholder ______________________________________________________________
Account Number _________________________________________________ Exp. Date ________ Security Code ________
You may also donate online at https://54310.thankyou4caring.org

The Pastor's Roundtable was established to honor our lead investors who are committed to the future of Christ the King School. 
Membership is open to all individuals, companies and foundations who make a gift of $1,000 or more to the Annual Fund during 
the fiscal year. Members will be invited to a reception in recognition of their leadership generosity.

The Pastor's Roundtable
_____ Legacy Level-$20,000 and up
_____ Jubilee Level-$10,000 and up
_____ Excalibur Level-$5,000 and up
_____ Sword and Shield-$1,000 and up

The Knight's Circle
_____ Maroon and Gold Society-$500-$999
_____ Associates Level-$250-$499
_____ School Spirit Level-$100-$249
_____ Friends Level-Gifts up to $99

Many employers will match 
donations to schools. Please as 
your employer about "Matching 
Gift" opportunities.
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The Knights' Circle
MAROON AND GOLD SOCIETY ($500-$999)

Randy and Susan Ulmer ('63) Brewer
Ron and Elise Buckelew

Jason Currie
Domenic and Nicole Dell’Osso

Nick and Sheila Dell’Osso

Daniel and Lacey Goodwin
Scott and Marian Jeter

John and Debbie Cooper ('73) Jones
Rusty and Mandy LaForge
Ryan and Carrie Leonard

Denny and Chris Levra
Patrick Muller

Stewart Information Services Corporation 
Board of Directors (in memory of Robert Apel)

Louise Thompson
ASSOCIATES LEVEL ($250-$499)

Anonymous (2)
Justin and Kerri Beasley

Dan ('88) and Emily Buckelew
Chip and Lori Carter

Elliot and Arlene Chambers
David Dank

Robert and Susan Dolan
Julia Durrell (in memory of Robert Apel)

Louis and Tracy Gasbarra
Paul and Michelin DeLier ('57) Hobbs

Doug and Sadie Hodo (in memory of Robert Apel)

Frank (‘83) and Meg Ille
(in memory of Bernie Ille)

Doug and Sheri Konarik
Matthew and Lindsey Love
Joe and Heather Mossauer
Jim and Susan Nicholson

Kim and Joe O'Connor
Michael and Anne Nicholson (‘88) O’Shea

Jennifer Pham
Melanie Milam Roth (‘72)

Anthony and Veronique Sebastian
Meg ('08), Kate ('11) and Beth ('13) Sine

Kent and Jerriann Smith
Richie and Jill Splitt

Jo Stasnberry
Matt and Judy VonFeldt (‘78) Taylor

Frank and Carole Thompson
Dick and Linda Wegener

(in honor of Katie Tooley)
Leigh Wegener-Henderson

(in honor of Katie Tooley)

SCHOOL SPIRIT LEVEL ($100-$249)
Anonymous (7)

David and Susan Abeln
ADFITECH (in memory of Robert Apel)

Julie Affolder
Ancel and Linda Airington
Michael and Lori Alspaugh

Robert and Suzie Apel
Bradley Basey (‘15)

Jim (‘66) and Diane Lukeman (‘69) Behring
Sally Bentley

Martin and Florene Berend
Joan Boxley-White

Ronald Bradley
Tom and JoAnn Brown

Tom and Stephanie Buckley
Blake and Alexandria Williams '01 Caldwell

David and Beverly Carter
Judy Chaffin

Carolyn Berney Chancellor (‘72)
Maggie Chaney

Sid and Lynn Clarke
William and Anne Collins

Andy Connelly '00
Morgan (‘02) and Hannah Connelly
Steve ('74) and Annamarie Cooper

Larry and Sonja Cornelius
Richard Coyle

Kimberly Johnson Crowell
Chuck Davis (‘83)
Thalia Eddleman

Larry and Elizabeth Semtner '64 Edwards
Jessie Emerson

James and Alyssa Farrell 
(in memory of Tom Carter and

 in honor of Karen Carter)
Betty K. Fletcher

Roy (‘87) and Suzanna Fletcher
Sean and Erin Flinn

Joan Mach Frates (‘57)
Randy Fudge (‘67) 

(in honor of JoAnn Petuskey)
Fred and Sharon Gauthier
Pat and Deborah Gavula
Jerome and Louise Haag
Carl and Eileen Hearne 
(in memory of Robert Apel)

Irene Hernandez
John and Jacqueline Hobbs
Blair and Joanie Holmboe

Ron and Linda James
(in memory of Robert Apel)

Cooper and Kathryn Johnson
John Killea/Stewart Legal Services 

(in memory of Robert Apel)
Dona Kippenberger

Bob and Jodie Lukeman
David and Tracy McKenna

Melinda McMillan
Nora Rapp Medley (‘67)

Ryan (‘91) and Shannon Medley
Bill and Shirley Miller

Mark and Renee Miller
Ben (‘83) and Kiersten Nicholson

J.P. and Jeannie O’Brien
Frank Olney (in memory of Robert Apel)

William and Mary Price
Marcelo and Whitney Puiggari

Jerry and Carol Rakosky
Stephen and Sue Reel

Betty Rodgers (in memory of Robert Apel)
Janet Rosell

Charles and Diane Sexauer
Brian (‘00) and Lesley Smith
Bryan and Jeanette Stanton

Rodney Turner
Jean Whitmarsh

Bolie and Barbara Williams

FRIENDS LEVEL ($1-$99)
Anonymous 

Zonia Armstrong
Dale and Flo Campbell

Teresa Boyer Carter ('72)
Steven and Priscilla Chastain 

(in memory of Robert Apel)
Jayne Clarke

Phyllis Cohlmia
Brad Davey ('88)

Kelly Fanning
Phil and Lori Fitzgerald
Olin and Kathryn Gilbert

Danny and Brooke Henderson
Dan Hester and Saron McColl

(in memory of Robert Apel)
Rob and Carol Hewitt

Karley Hofer
Virginia Loeffelholz

Keith and Debbie Long
(in memory of Robert Apel)

Joan Ottis
Michael Parks
Christy Pham

Bryan and Keri Pierce

Robert and Amber Purser
Christina Ramsey

Thomas and Kim-Kay Miller ('79) Randt
Kay Samaripa (in honor of Kadrick Swift)

Adam and Lauren Schappaugh
Bill and Ruth Strange

(in memory of Robert Apel)
Bill and Joyce Stratton

(in memory of Robert Apel)
Dax and Carrie Strickland

Elizabeth Wiewel
Dane Wilson

Thank you to our faithful and generous donors.
Your gift to the Annual Fund ensures that Christ the King School will continue to provide

the highest quality Catholic education available. May God bless you.
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2015 Christ the King 
Catholic School Auction 

Committee Chairs :

Emily Blake
Genny Court

Nicole Dell'Osso
Alyssa Farrell

Ashley Feliciano
Brian Ferguson

Lauren Freguson
Chris Furhman

Stephanie French
Kathryn Johnson
Carrie Leonard

Leslie Riley
Becky Roten

Jennifer Sanders
Whitney Sullivant

Aimee Tebow
Sarah Thomas
Ben Twombly

Heather Twombly
Laura Webb

Sarah Wienecke

On behalf of the 2015 “Tailgating Knights” Auction team, we invite you to participate 
in the 18th Annual Auction on Saturday, Nov. 14, 2015 at 6:30pm in the CK School 
Gym. The evening is sure to be fun and exciting! 
 Christ the King’s Annual Auction is the school’s largest fundraiser. In 
the past the auction has funded Christ the King’s Endowment fund, a new 1:1 
computer initiative for our junior high, and provided ongoing support for educational 
materials throughout the school. We are asking for your support and generosity 
as we prepare for this event. Part of the auction will consist of fundraising through 
underwriting and sponsorships. The event also includes a silent auction, tuition 
raffle and a live auction. Proceeds from the fundraiser will provide Christ the King 
Catholic School with necessities that exceed the normal operating budget and will 
support the continuing technology advancement initiative. 

How can you help Christ the King School 
reach our fundraising goals?

ATTEND the Auction on November 14th! 
Join us for the event by making a reservation. 

Each reservation includes dinner, wine, beer and a fun-filled evening.
DONATE an item, gift certificate, vacation home or service. 

ADVERTISE in the Auction catalog.
Auction information, printable forms and an online payment form can be found 
on our school website under the PTO Auction tab or on the parish website under 
the CK School tab. You may also scan the QR code on this page. Forms and 
payments can be mailed to Christ the King School, 1905 Elmhurst Ave, OKC, OK  
73120,  Attn : Auction.
 Table Sponsorships and Advertising are due by Oct. 11, 2015. Our Annual 
Auction is not possible without the continued support of our community and 
people like you. We thank you for your support and consideration for the children 
of Christ the King School, and we hope you can join us at Tailgating Knights!

Heather Twombly
Auction Chairperson auction@ckschool.com

Christ the King Catholic School is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization and our Federal ID number is 73-0717670
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CK School Welcomes New Instructors

Clockwise from left are Anna Timberlake, William James, Jonathan Gillis, 
Principal Karen Carter, Amy Messerly, Meredith Matthews and Andrew Horn

The new school year brings new 
students, new teachers, a new gym 
floor, and an exciting new 1:1 computer 
plan for CK Junior High students. 
God is good! We have nearly 80 new 
students and a total enrollment of 521 
(up 10 from last year). We welcome 
many new families in our 3-year-olds' 
preschool class, some from as far away 
as Florida. Christ the King is proud of 
its fine reputation, which is spreading 
far and wide as graduates and former 
students carry our legacy with them to 
other parts of the country as adults.
 New students and their families 
were welcomed to the community at a 
new event, an Ice Cream Social. New 
teachers bring new enthusiasm and 
perspectives, and we are very excited 
to welcome six of them this year.
 Mrs. Anna Timberlake is originally 
from Harrah but worked at Camp OLOG 
and served as a FOCUS missionary in 
Arizona, where she worked and taught 
before coming to CK School to teach 
junior high Science.
 Mr. William James will be teaching 
seventh and eighth grade Latin and 
Social Studies. He is a recent graduate 
of the University of Oklahoma and has 

coached basketball in the Catholic 
grade school league for another school.
 Mr. Jonathan Gillis grew up in 
Claremore, Oklahoma and is a recent 
graduate of the OU School of Music. 
He has served as cantor at our parish 
for many years, and his wife joined him 
in that ministry in June of this year.
 Mrs. Amy Messerly is not entirely 
new to CK either, having served as 
Kindergarten aide for Ms. Crabtree 
and having completed her student 
teaching for UCO in our full-day PreK 
and second grade classrooms. She will 
be teaching third grade. 
 Mrs. Meredith (Luetkemeyer) 
Matthews comes to first grade from St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton and is herself a 
CK graduate. 
 Mr. Andrew Horn was a long-term 
sub at CK School for two maternity 
leaves last year and returns full time to 
teach junior high Religion.  
 We are pleased to report that the 
PTO and Athletic commission provided 
financial support for continuing 
improvements to our gym. We hope 
you’ll stop by and see the new floor. 
It gives a clean feel to the gym and 
provides a safer surface. In addition, 

we were able to replace the wall 
pads, providing a safer surface and 
coordinated appearance.
 Perhaps the biggest news for the 
new school year is that we are easing 
into the world of 1 student–1 computer 
(1:1). Our Catholic high schools have 
already made this move, and we 
are beginning slowly with this year’s 
entering sixth graders. The school 
was able to purchase the computers 
as a result of the generosity of the 
Parent Teacher Organization and the 
successful Annual Fund campaign.   
Students will have PC tablet-style 
laptops and will submit schoolwork 
online and will also use electronic 
versions of most books. 
 “It is a new opportunity for students 
and teachers, and we will learn together 
how to use technology effectively,” 
said Mr. Crump, Junior High Assistant 
Principal. All seem very excited and 
eager to begin. Teachers have received 
training, which will continue as the year 
progresses.
 God bless our school families!
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Virtue en Vogue 
■ ■ ■ Sponsors ■ ■ ■

The Challenge Club of 
St. John the Baptist 

Catholic Church 
presents

■ ■ ■
VIRTUE en VOGUE

Fashion Show■ ■ ■
Saturday, Sept. 26, 2015

2-4pm In the Great Hall
900 S. Littler Ave.

Edmond, OK

Lorryn McGarry and Tina Dzurisin 
will emcee this event for moms and 
their daughters who are 10 and up. 
Cost is $10 per guest, and a dessert 
bar and door prizes will be provided. 
Reserve your spot by emailing 
challengeinedmond@yahoo.com.
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Jewel Box Theatre
Wednesday, Sept 30, 2015
Tickets $15
  AVAILABLE AT www.ckokc.org/evening-at-the-jewel-box
  OR AT THE WELCOME DESK AFTER MASS

7:15 pm Seating begins
8 pm Curtain (NO LATE SEATING)
CAST PARTY FOLLOWS PLAY

SPONSORED BY KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 12669
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WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday at 5:00 pm

Sunday at 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 12:15 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday-Friday at 6:30 am
(When school is in session, 

Thursday morning Mass is at 8:15 am)

CONFESSIONS
Saturday from 3:30pm-4:15 pm

ADORATION
Mondays from 7:00 am-6:30 pm

  PARISH 
 Website www.ckokc.org
 Office 405-842-1481
 Discipleship & Evangelization 405-843-4766
 Parish Life 405-842-1483
 Prayer Line 405-242-4531
 Youth 405-242-4533
 Fax 405-843-0539

  SCHOOL
 Website www.ckschool.com
 Office 405-843-3909
 Fax 405-843-6519

Blood 
Drive
Nov. 2, 2015


